


About Our Services 

A Child Advocacy Center is a child-
friendly place where families meet 
professionals who aid in, and 
conduct investigations of severe 
child abuse.   

The Nashville Children’s Alliance is a 
child abuse prevention agency that 
advocates for victims of child abuse 
and their families. We offer three 
main direct services: forensic 
interviews, family advocacy, and 
counseling. All services are provided 
free of charge to families. 
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History & Mission 
 

“The Nashville Children's Alliance, formerly 

the Nashville Child Advocacy Center, was 

founded in 1992 by a community task force 

seeking coordinated services and better out-

comes for children when there were allega-

tions of sexual or severe physical abuse. The 

mission of NCA is healing and justice for chil-

dren who have been abused or exposed to 

violence.” 



What is a forensic interview? 

A forensic interview is simply a way for 
trained Forensic Interviewers to gain details 
about possible abuse from a child in his or 
her own words The interviewers are 
sensitive to the child’s emotional and 
developmental needs.  The purpose is to 
gather as many facts as possible about the 
allegations in a comfortable and child-
focused manner.  Forensic interviews are 
designed to help investigators of child abuse.  
Only members of our Child Protective 
Investigative Team will be allowed to 
observe the interview. 

What should I tell my child? 

It is important to give your child basic 
information about why they are coming to 
Nashville Children’s Alliance.  Some parents 
tell their child they are going to talk to 
people who help keep kids safe. You know  
your child best, so explain it in a way that 
you think they will understand.  Most 
importantly, it is alright to emphasize the 
importance of telling the truth, but please 
don’t question your child about the specific 
allegations.  We want the best for your child 
and for the integrity of the interview. 

How do I ask about counseling 
for my child? 

Nashville Children’s Alliance provides therapy to 

children and adolescents between the ages of 3 

and 17 who have been sexually abused, physically 

abused or have witnessed a violent crime. 

NCA’s Clinical Program specializes in treating 

child traumatic stress. Therapists at NCA are 

trained in Theraplay® activities, Trauma-Focused 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, Art Therapy, 

Parent Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT), and Eye 

Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing 

(EMDR). Therapists are knowledgeable about 

child abuse dynamics and work with children 

individually and with their parents. Therapy is 

offered in English and in Spanish. 

You may request therapy services through a 

Family Support Specialist, either at the time of 

your visit or by calling 615-357-9958, ext. 2012  

or 2015. 

What happens during a forensic 
interview? 

A forensic interview allows a child to have a safe, 
comfortable place to talk about what has 
happened to them.  Specially trained interviewers 
will talk to your child in a legally appropriate 
manner to obtain the needed information without 
causing more trauma to your child.  

A video-recorded interview will keep your child’s 
statement about the abuse. This is very important 
because the legal system often moves slowly. This 
allows your child to move forward and begin to 
heal. 

This is what happens during the interview: 

 Your child will be allowed to play in the 
waiting area before the interview begins.  
This allows your child to get comfortable 
with the surroundings.   

 The interviewer will escort your child to the 
interview room and will take the time to 
make sure your child is comfortable without 
you. 

 Your child will be given time to become 
comfortable with the interviewer. Then your 
child is be asked very general, open-ended 
questions about why he or she came to 
Nashville Children’s Alliance. 

 Based on your child’s responses, the 
interviewer will ask more questions that 
allow your child to describe his or her 
experiences. 

 
Benefits of receiving a forensic interview: 

 The Forensic Interviewer can testify about 
the child’s statements. 

 The interviewer gives the DCS case manager 
the recorded tape, the report and all 
pertinent information. 

 Interview is conducted in a neutral, child-
friendly location. 

 Reduces the trauma to the child. 

 

For additional questions about forensic interviews, 
call Barbara Tallent, Director of Forensic Services at 

615-327-9958, ext. 2016. 


